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@Legal Use of Bear Spray

*Bear spray is legal in Canada for use only against attacking bears and is regulated by Health
Canada and the Pest Control Products Act. Spraying people with bear spray is strictly prohibited.
Under the Canadian Criminal Code it is illegal to sell, advertise or carry any product designed for
personal protection against human attack. Using these products for other than their intended
purpose may result in criminal prosecution. Spray canisters contain compressed gas and may
explode if heated. Avoid using bear spray near open flames or sparks and store away from

temperatures over 122 degrees Fahrenheit. (J30)
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@Purchasing Bear Spray

*Under the Pest Controls Products Act, bear spray may only be sold in Canada by authorized
vendors who maintain proper sales records.

Information gathered during sale must include a purchaser's name and address, the amount
purchased, and a signed Notice to Purchaser Agreement.

The Agreement outlines the legal uses of bear spray and contains a liability warning. Purchasers
will in effect sign a waiver assuming all risk during bear encounters. It is illegal to sell bear spray
to anyone under the age of 18 or to anyone unwilling to sign the Notice to Purchaser Agreement.
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In Canada the law is controlled at the Federal level.

(J50)
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In Canada all products with a label containing the words pepper spray, mace, etc., or otherwise
originally produced for use on humans are classified as a prohibited weapon. Only law
enforcement officers may legally carry or possess pepper spray. Any similar canister with the
labels reading "dog spray" and/or "bear spray" is regulated under the Pest Control Products Act -
while legal to be carried by anyone, it is against the law if its use causes 'a risk of imminent death

or serious bodily harm to another person' or harming the environment

and carries a penalty up to a fine of $500,000 and jail time of maximum 3 years. (J5i0)
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